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WOMEN AND MILITARISM
At various meetings the question was pointedly asked
as to how women might help in fighting militarism. In
Italy at a private meeting Gandhiji was asked to tell the
women of Italy something they could learn from the women
of India.
" If only women will forget that they belong to the
weaker sex," he said in Paris, "I have no doubt that
they can do infinitely more than men against war. Answer
for yourselves what your great soldiers and generals would
do, if their wives and daughters and mothers refused to
countenance their participation in militarism in any shape
or form."
" I do not know," he said at Lausaune, " if I have the
courage to give the message for the women of Europe that
you asked for. If I am to do so without incurring their
wrath, I would direct their steps to the women of India
who rose in one mass last year, and I really believe that,
if Europe will drink in the lesson of non-violence, it will
do so through its women. Woman, I hold, is the personi-
fication of self-sacrifice, but unfortunately today she does
not realize what a tremendous advantage she has over
man. As Tolstoy used to say they are labouring under the
hypnotic influence of man. If they would realize the
strength of non-violence, they would not consent to be
called the weaker sex."
Speaking to a group of women in Italy he said, " The
beauty of non-violent war is that women can play the same
part in it as men. In a violent war women have no
such privilege, and Indian women played a more effective
part in our last non-violent war than men. The reason is
simple. Non-violent war calls into play suffering to the
largest extent, and who can suffer more purely and nobly
than women ? The women in India tore down the purdah
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